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to honour the composer and his works in the
most exalted forms/'

No wonder that our master felt happy in sur-
roundings on which such an aristocratic conception
of art had set its stamp. He continues his
narrative:

" While waiting for the date of the musical
festival, Mr. Stoeckel did his utmost to make my
days pass in a pleasant manner* He extended
hospitality to me that really overpowered me. I
was surrounded with everything that the luxury
of the American upper classes had to offer. I have
never, before or after, lived such a wonderful life,
I recall with special regret the cigars that Mr.
Stoeckel provided me with, but which I dared not
touch for fear of a renewed affection of the throat.
What a fool I was at that time ! "

On June 3rd the sun rose on the first day of the
great musical festival. On that day Handel's
monumental " Messiah " was performed with the
assistance of artists from the Metropolitan Opera
House. The third and last day was devoted to
modern American music. Between them came the
Sibelius concert: thus a whole day was devoted
exclusively to Sibelius' music. The programme
consisted of " Finlandia/' " Pohjola's Daughter/*
the " King Christian " suite and, as an imposing
finale, the new musical poem " Oceanides/'

That day is an unforgettable memory for
Sibelius.